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Treatment
There is no successful treatment for lung-worm disease in swine. The injection of various liquids into the windpipe has been tried, but this is usually more dangerous than the disease itself. Fumigation and inhalation of certain gases have been attempted with little or no success.
No satisfactory method of control can be outlined until the complete life history of the worm is known. The general recommendation is to avoid low wet lots or pastures, because moisture always favors the growth and development of the eggs or larvae of all parasites.
THORN-HEADED WORMS
The thorn-headed or giant intestinal worm of swine is uncommon in the northern states, but is frequent in the South. Its effects are much the same as the common round-worm, except that the thorn-headed worm does not pass through the lungs in its development.
Life history of the worm
The thorn-headed worm is round, white, and varies in length from 3 to 12 inches. It resembles the common round-worm but differs in the head being equipped with five or six rows of hooks which enable it to hang on to the inside of the intestine. The worm is wrinkled crosswise and tapers to a point at -the tail. The full-grown worm is found only in the small intestine. The fact that the worm is attached to the wall of the intestine and has crosswise wrinkles will serve to distinguish it from other intestinal worms.
This worm lives in its adult form in the intestines and produces eggs which pass to the ground in the manure of the infected pig. Here the eggs are taken by the larvae or white grubs of the May-beetle and hatch out in its digestive tract. The young worm now burrows through the grub's intestine and becomes established in the body cavity. In this form it may continue to live as the grub passes through several